Recei ved: 2/22/1999

..DID: 7642
.. TXT:

February 22, 1999

Honor abl e Debra Renner
Acting Secretary

State of New York

Department of Public Service
Three Empire State Pl aza

Al bany, Ny 12223

RE: Case 99-M 0074 - Compliance Filing -
Late Paynment Charge d arifying Language

Dear Acting Secretary Renner:

Orange and Rockland Utilities, Inc. (the "Conmpany") hereby subnits for
filing five copies of Leaf No. 35 to its Schedule for Gas Service, P.S.C. No.
4 -GAS. This leaf is issued February 22, 1999 to become effective March 24,
1999.

This filing is submtted in conpliance with the Commi ssion's O der
Directing Uility Filings in Case 99- M 0074, issued and effective January 22,
1999 (the "Order"). The purpose of this filing is to include clarifying
| anguage consistent with the Order's statutory interpretation of Section 42 of
the Public Service Law regarding | ate paynment charges and residential deferred
paynment agreenents.

Orange and Rockl and would note that this amendnent is for clarification
pur poses only, since it has not been applying | ate paynment charges (LPCs) to
arrears that are being paid under residential deferred paynent agreenents
(DPAs). Contrary to the Order, the inposition of LPCs on arrears to be
col l ected through DPAs is not illegal and should not be prohibited. The
shortcom ngs of the Conm ssion's order are set forth in the separate Petitions
for Rehearing filed by Consolidated Edi son Conmpany of New York, Inc. and New
York State Electric and Gas Corporation. O ange and Rockland is supportive of
these Petitions and urges the Commission to rethink its position on this
i ssue.

Orange and Rockl and requests a conpl ete wai ver of the requirenent to
publish notice of this anmendnent as its purpose is clarifying in nature and it
generates no customer inpact. Included with this filing is the required
General Information form

If there are any questions concerning this filing, please contact ne at
(914) 577-2490.

Very truly yours,



Recei ved: 2/22/1999

Paul M Hof mann
Supervi sor - Pricing



